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Every known species on the planet has been given a two 
part scientific latin name, which is known as “binomial nomen-
clature.” This ensures that anyone in the world, no matter which 
language they speak, can communicate about a certain species. The 
first name refers to the species and the second name is the organ-
ism’s genus. To learn more about how organisms are classified, you 
can study what is known as “Taxonomy.”

Common names are the names that most people know, but 
sometimes a plant or animal has more than one common name, 
which can get confusing. 

What is a scientific name and 
why do we use them?

Common Names:
Conifer Coral Hericium

Western Coral Hedgehog
Coral Hydnum
Bear's Head
Goat's Beard

Pom Pom du Blanc

Scientific Name:
Hericium abietis

In this guidebook we will list the most well-known com-
mon names for each species as well as their scientific names. 
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This guidebook is specific to Outdoor School and shows some of 
the most common plants and animals a person might find in North-
western Oregon. There are many more plants and animals that exist 
across the region, and it’s easy to find other great guidebooks to 
learn more about them. This book is just a place to start your learn-
ing adventure!

How to Identify an Organism:

Castor canadensisCastor canadensis
(KAS-tor can-uh-den-E-sis)(KAS-tor can-uh-den-E-sis)

American Beaver

In order to properly identify a plant or animal, you must make 
observations about the characteristics that you notice. Does the 
plant have needles or leaves? Is the bark rough or smooth? Does 
an animal you find have fur or scales? By observing what you find, 
you are able to learn about the unique characteristics of the organ-
ism and begin to identify them by sight. 

In this guidebook, we will provide basic written descriptions of 
each organism as well as drawings to help you make accurate iden-
tifications. If you want more information about identifying plants 
and animals, you can use online resources as well as guidebooks 
that are available at your local library or bookstore. 
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Nature is amazing, and there is so much to learn about every spe-
cies that exists! In this guidebook we have provided a few interest-
ing facts, but there is always more to learn! What else do you want 
to know about the plants and animals you find? What are ways that 
you might go about learning more? Scientific investigation is one 
way of learning about the world around us. You can participate in 
the scientific process by making observations, asking questions, 
and trying to find answers to the questions you have! 

Interesting Facts:

Mahonia nervosaMahonia nervosa
(ma-HOWN-ee-uh ner-VOH-suh)(ma-HOWN-ee-uh ner-VOH-suh)

Oregon Grape
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Pseudotsuga menziesiiPseudotsuga menziesii
(soo-doe-TSOO-guh men-ZEE-zee-i)(soo-doe-TSOO-guh men-ZEE-zee-i)

Douglas-fir

Interesting Facts
Oregon’s State tree!

They live 500-1000 years old.

The thick bark helps them 
survive forest fires.

Conifers
Trees with Needles

Many animals rely on the Douglas-fir for 
survival, including: Chipmunks, mice, 
shrews, Red Squirrels, bears, songbirds, 
the Northern Spotted Owl, the Red Tree Vole, 
and many more!

 
General: Grow up to 300 ft. tall. Very common 
across Western Oregon and the Cascade Range.

Bark: As the tree grows, the bark becomes thick 
and groovy. 

Leaves: Needles, ~ 1 in. long, flat, and  grow out in 
all directions on the twig.

Cones: ~2-4 in. long.  Brown color, hanging 
downward from tree branches. Small bracts 
(protrusions) grow from inside the scales and are 
said to look like little “mice legs and tails”.

Identification
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Many animals rely on the Western 
Red Cedar, including: deer, elk, 
small mammals, and many differ-
ent bird species. 

One of the most important trees to 
Indigenous people of the Pacific 
Northwest.

Have been known to reach ages 
well over 1,000 years.

General: Found in well shaded 
areas with high annual rainfall.

Bark: Reddish gray, fibrous bark 
(soft and squishy to the touch).

Leaves: Needles that are flat and 
have “scales”, green in color with 
white butterfly pattern on under-
side of needles.

Cones: Small, ~1 cm long, and 
egg shaped. Brown, with 4-6 
pairs of scales.

Thuja plicataThuja plicata
(THOO-yuh ply-KA-tuh)(THOO-yuh ply-KA-tuh)

Interesting Facts

Identification

Western Red Cedar

5



Picea sitchensisPicea sitchensis
(PYE-see-uh sih-CHEN-siss)(PYE-see-uh sih-CHEN-siss)

Identification

Sitka Spruce

General: Found primarily in coastal forests as their shallow 
roots enable them to grow in sandy soil.

Bark: Reddish brown to gray in color. 
Larger trees have a scale-like appearance.

Leaves: Needles, 1 in. long, yellow-green or bluish-green in 
color. The needle points are sharp to the touch.

Cones: Light brown, 3 in. in length with very thin scales.

Interesting Facts
Sitka spruce is the largest of the 
spruces, and can grow up to 230 ft tall.

Some trees have been reported to be 
700 to 800 years old.
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Tsuga heterophyllaTsuga heterophylla
(TSOO-guh   het-er-AH-fill-uh)(TSOO-guh   het-er-AH-fill-uh)

Interesting Facts

Identification

The oldest are over 1200 years old!

Often found growing 
out of “nurse” logs 
and stumps.

Helps reduce erosion when 
planted along river banks.

Many animals rely on the Western 
Hemlock including Pine Siskins, Crossbills, Chickadees, 
Deer Mice, porcupines, Douglas Squirrels, deer and elk.

Known for their droopy top and flexible branches, which 
help to shed heavy snow and ice; enabling them to survive 
higher in the mountains.

Western Hemlock

General: Grows to 150-200 ft tall. Has a “droop-
ing” top.

Bark: Brown to reddish brown in color. Bark may 
have small ridges or be scale-like.

Leaves: Needles, differ in size, less than ¾ in. in 
length. Can be recognized by its “tan” needles 
which are darker green on the top and lighter 
green on the underside. 

Cones: Small woody cones are usually less than 
1 in. long. 

7



While this is a conifer, it loses its needles 
in the fall just like broadleaves!

Called a “deciduous conifer” and that is 
why all evergreens are conifers but not all 
conifers are evergreens. 

It’s thick bark and high canopy make it 
well adapted to fire.

General: Can grow up to 175 ft tall. 
Prefers moist northern or eastern facing 
mountain slopes. 

Bark: Reddish-brown with some gray. 
Flaky plates that furrow as the tree ages.

Leaves: Needles, 1-2 in. long, growing 
in bundles of 15-30 needles from a short 
spur twig. Green needles turn golden in 
the fall before dropping.

Cones: 1-1.5 in. long. Whiskery   pro-
trusions that grow out from the 

scales. New cones are bright red. 

Larix occidentalisLarix occidentalis
(LAR-iks ok-si-den-TAH-lis)(LAR-iks ok-si-den-TAH-lis)

Interesting Facts

Identification

Western Larch
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Shore Pine

Shore pines do not grow as tall and straight as many 
other pines (including the “lodgepole pine” pinus contorta 
var. latifolia), which is advantageous in very windy, sandy 
conditions of the Oregon coast. 

Shore pines can often appear to be “sculpted” by the winds 
over time.

General: Usually grows  
20-30 ft high, but can 
reach up to 100 ft. Very 
tolerant of poor soil 
conditions and salt 
spray from the ocean. They often 
grow in twisted forms, shaped by the wind.

Bark: Dark brown to black in color. 
Scale-like to plate-like.

Leaves: Needles, 1-2 in. long, grows in pairs, and are twisted. 

Cones: 1-2 in. long. Hard small cones, 
with a sharp tip on each scale.

Pinus contortaPinus contorta
(PINE-us con-TORT-uh)(PINE-us con-TORT-uh)

Interesting Facts

Identification

Pines are a very valu-
able food source in 
the Pacific Northwest 
to wildlife. They have 
nutritious, oily  seeds 
and the needles are a 
favorite for nests.
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Bigleaf Maple

Interesting Facts
Animals of all shapes and sizes are 
attracted to almost all parts of 
the tree. They feed off the 
flowers, buds, seeds, 
twigs, and foliage. 

The sap can be used to 
make syrup, but it does 
not have as much sugar 
content as sugar maples.

They have the largest 
leaves of any tree in 
North America!

They are the largest of all 128 
maple species on earth!

Broadleaf
Trees with Leaves

Identification
General: Can grow up to 100 ft
tall. Often covered in moss, lichens, 
and licorice ferns.

Leaves: Large (up to 12 in. wide), simple, 
palmate, opposite. Turn from green to gold 
in the autumn.

Seed: Samara “helicopter” seeds.

Acer macrophyllumAcer macrophyllum
(AY-sir mac-ro-PHY-lum)(AY-sir mac-ro-PHY-lum)
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Acer circinatumAcer circinatum
(AY-sir sir-sin-AH-tum)(AY-sir sir-sin-AH-tum)

Interesting Facts

Identification

Provides some of the most brilliant colors in the autumn 
forest ranging from yellow to fiery red!

They most commonly grow as a large shrub, but can form 
into a single tree.

The “vine” maple is not a vine. But gets the name from 
the vining shape the branches make as the tree grows.

Vine Maple

General: Found in the moist shade of conifer trees, but can 
also grow in direct sunlight.

Leaves: The leaf shape is an easy way to identify the Vine 
Maple. Palmate with 7-9 lobes. 

Seed: Samara “helicopter” seeds. 
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Quercus garryanaQuercus garryana
(QUERK-us gar-ee-AH-nuh)(QUERK-us gar-ee-AH-nuh)

Identification

Oregon White Oak

General: Medium sized, slow growing. Grows in rocky, dry, 
and/or open areas. 

Bark: Gray furrowed bark. 

Leaves: Lobed pinnate leaf with smooth edges.

Interesting Facts
Their acorns are an important 
food source for many animals 
in fall & winter. 

Branches grow in a shape 
excellent for climbing. 

Their leaves sometimes form 
ball shaped “galls”, which 
encase a harmless wasp larvae.
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Populus trichocarpaPopulus trichocarpa
(POP-yu-luss tri-ko-KARP-uh)(POP-yu-luss tri-ko-KARP-uh)

Identification

They are the tallest, 
fastest-growing hardwood in 
the west!

The spanish name for 
cottonwoods is álamo.

Rabbits, hares, and beavers 
eat Black Cottonwood.

They can easily grow in 
floodplains where their 
roots provide stability for 
the soil.

Also known as Balsam 
Poplar.

Black Cottonwood

General: Cottony seeds drift in 
the breeze in summer. Grows 
very fast (several feet a year). 
Grows in wet and moist areas. 

Leaves: Underside is pale, 
often with brown stains.  

Interesting Facts
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Corylus cornutaCorylus cornuta
(KOR-ee-lus kor-NUT-uh)(KOR-ee-lus kor-NUT-uh)

Identification

The nuts are 
also known 
as Filberts in 
Oregon. 

It’s Oregon’s state nut! 
We produce 99% of 
the US’s hazelnuts.

California Hazelnut

General: Spreading, upward 
growing branches. Young 
twigs are soft, bendy, and 
often hairy.

Leaves: Alternate leaves with 
toothed margins and a hairy/
velvety feel.

Interesting Facts

The shrubby Hazelnut trees 
one typically finds growing 
wild in the forest are native 
to Oregon, but the ones seen 
growing on farms are 
usually a European variety.
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Madrone
Arbutus menziesiiArbutus menziesii
(AR-but-us (AR-but-us men-ZEE-zee-i)men-ZEE-zee-i)

Identification

A broadleaf evergreen! Each 
leaf can live a few years then it 
is promptly replaced by a new 
leaf.

They thrive in Southwestern 
Oregon where conditions are 
dryer. They can even tolerate 
droughts. 

They grow sprays of small,white, 
bell-like flowers in the spring, 
and red berries in the fall.

Interesting Facts

General: Evergreen, can grow up to 90 ft.

Bark: Distinctive peeling reddish-brown bark that reveals 
smooth bark underneath.

Leaves: Arranged spirally, 3-5 in. long, thick with a
waxy texture.
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Alnus rubraAlnus rubra
(AL-nus ROO-bra)(AL-nus ROO-bra)

Identification

Alders are quick growing trees.

Alders rarely live past 100 years.

Red Alders don’t actually 
look red. The name comes 
from the dye that can be 
made from the bark and color 
of the wood inside.

Red Alder

Interesting Facts

General: Grows in moist areas 
and along stream banks.

Bark: Thin grey to whitish 
colored bark. 

Leaves: Pinnate leaves with 
toothed edges that are slightly 
rolled under.
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Fern Diagram
Frond:

Blade:

Stipe:

Rhizome:

Fiddlehead:

Pinna:

Pinnule:

Axis:

    The whole fern leaf; blade and stipe

   The expanded, leafy part of the frond

   The stalk below the blade

          Stem

               An uncurling frond

   A primary division of the blade

        A division of the pinna

 The stalk within the blade

Ferns
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Polystichum munitumPolystichum munitum
(po-lee-STY-kum mew-NY-tum)(po-lee-STY-kum mew-NY-tum)

Identification

They thrive in the rainy forests 
of the PNW.

Both the blade and pinna of this 
fern are shaped like a sword!

They are one of the most abun-
dant ferns on the West Coast, 
but it’s practically impossible 
to grow them on the East Coast.

Sword Fern

Interesting Facts

General: Evergreen 
fronds grow in clusters.

Fronds: Short stalk, 
alternate pinna.

Pinna: Shaped similar to a sword, 
with a toothed edge. With one 
larger pinnule near the main stem, 
like the “hilt” of a sword.

Spores: Orange clusters on the un-
derside of the pinna in fall, aligned 
in two straight rows.

Leaves: Pinnate, serrated/toothed 
margin, alternate pattern. Recog-
niseable by little “hilts” on leaves.
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Deer Fern

Athyrium filix-feminaAthyrium filix-femina
(ath-Y-ree-yum FEE-lix-FEM-in-uh)(ath-Y-ree-yum FEE-lix-FEM-in-uh)

Identification
A deciduous fern that 
dies in winter and grows 
back in spring.

Elk, deer, and bears eat 
the fronds, but it is not a 
primary food source.

Lady Fern

Interesting Facts
General: Looks similar to 
Bracken fern, but leaves 
come directly from the 
ground.

Leaves: Diamond shape,
“feathery” pinnate leaves 
with black/dark spores on 
back.

Struthiopteris spicantStruthiopteris spicant
(struth-ee-oh-TER-is SPY-cant)(struth-ee-oh-TER-is SPY-cant)

Identification

Deer and other large herbivores like 
mountain goats and moose eat the plant.

Grow along stream banks and in moist 
forests.

Interesting Facts

Leaves: Long, skinny shape, similar to small 
sword fern. Two types of leaves: 
Sterile leaves grow outwards and 
are pinnate. Fertile leaves grow upward and 
curl unVder (they look more like needles).

sterile leaves
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Adiantum aleuticum
(ad-ee-AN-tum a-LOO-ti-kum)(ad-ee-AN-tum a-LOO-ti-kum)

Identification
Especially known for 
growing on rock walls 
surrounding waterfalls.

Their unique shape, 
stem color, texture, and 
habitat make them dis-
tinct from other ferns.

Western Maidenhair Fern

Interesting Facts
General: Dark purplish-black 
petioles (stems).

Leaves: Fan-shaped.

Adiantum aleuticum
(ad-ee-AN-tum a-LOO-ti-kum)(ad-ee-AN-tum a-LOO-ti-kum)

Identification

Is an adaptable plant, and 
thrives in fields, woodlands, and hillsides.

Does well in the sun, and is often one of the first plants to 
grow in a disturbed area.

A deciduous fern that dies back every fall and grows a 
new frond in the spring.

Bracken Fern

Interesting Facts

General: Looks similar to 
Lady Fern, but leaves are 
more triangle-shaped and 
grow from individual stems.
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Polypodium glycyrrhizaPolypodium glycyrrhiza
(po-lee-PO-dee-um gly-sir-EE-zuh)(po-lee-PO-dee-um gly-sir-EE-zuh)

Identification

Historically it’s also been called “sweet root”, and the 
root is still often used to flavor tea.

Licorice candy has historically contained licorice root, 
not licorice ferns, but modern candy usually contains 
anise instead.

Licorice Fern

Interesting Facts

General: Grows on trees (especially common on Big Leaf 
Maples) or rocks, the red roots are often covered in moss. 

Leaves: Pinnate leaves with finely scalloped/toothed edges. 
Bare stem. Leaves are green year round and do not turn brown 
in dry seasons. Fronds are roughly 20 in. long. 
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Oemleria cerasiformisOemleria cerasiformis
(oom-LER-ee-uh (oom-LER-ee-uh 
seh-ruh-sih-FORM-isseh-ruh-sih-FORM-is

Osoberry / Indian Plum

Shrubs

Identification

One of the first plants 
to get new leaves each 
spring! 

Fruit is edible, but there 
is a pit and it contains a 
chemical that is not good 
to eat in large quantities. 

Leaves smell like cucum-
bers when crushed.

Interesting Facts

General: Grows in dry, 
open woods and along 
stream banks.

Leaves: Bright green, nar-
rower, pinnate leaves that 
grow out in clusters at the 
ends of branches.

Flowers & Berries: five 
lobed, drooping white flow-
ers with green centers. Im-
mature fruits are peach col-
ored (bitter), mature fruits 
are purplish-black (sweet). 
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Leaves: Waxy, dark colored leaf. Serrated/spiked margin 
(edge). Opposite arrangement.

Berries: Blue colored berries.

Flowers: Small clustered bright gold-yellow flowers.

Identification

Oregon’s State flower!

Not actually a grape, but the dark blue berries have a dusty 
appearance (like mini grapes).

The berries are edible though very bitter when raw.

Gold flowers + dark blue berries = Oregon flag colors!

Interesting Facts

Mahonia nervosaMahonia nervosa
(ma-HOWN-ee-uh ner-VOH-suh)(ma-HOWN-ee-uh ner-VOH-suh)

Oregon Grape
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General: Grows up to 12 
ft high in dense thickets, 
often prickly. Arching 
stems have golden-brown 
shedding bark.

Leaves: Three sharply 
toothed pinnate leaflets. 
The two side leaflets re-
semble butterfly wings.

Berries & Flowers: Five 
petals, pink to reddish-pur-
ple. Berries look like rasp-
berries but are yellow to 
orange-red.

Identification
Called Salmonberry as the 
ripe berries were 
often traditionally eaten 
with salmon and they 
resemble salmon eggs.
 
One of the earliest 
berries to ripen in the 
season, but the taste varies.

Actually a member of the 
rose family. 

Grows back quickly after a 
fire or disturbance.

Identification

Rubus spectabilisRubus spectabilis
(ROO-bus spek-TAB-il-lis)(ROO-bus spek-TAB-il-lis)

Salmonberry
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Identification

Gaultheria shallonGaultheria shallon
(gol-THER-ee-uh SHAL-on)(gol-THER-ee-uh SHAL-on)

Salal
Leaves: Oval shaped, 
leathery pinnate leaves. 
Grows slowly but up 
to 6 ft high, in dense 
clusters. 

Flowers: White or 
pink, bell shaped flow-
ers that grow on pink 
ends of stems in spring. 

Fruit: Dark purple 
berries in summer that 
are small, look like 
blueberries.

Interesting Facts
One of the most common shrubs in the understory of conifer-
ous forests. 

Berries taste sweet but mealy. They are a preferred food of 
beavers, birds, and Douglas Squirrels. Hummingbirds visit 
the flowers. Deer and elk eat the foliage.

Small branches are often used in floral arrangements. 

Identification

Symphoricarpos albusSymphoricarpos albus
(sim-for-a-CARP-us AL-bus)(sim-for-a-CARP-us AL-bus)

Snowberry

Leaves: Range in shape fromm 
lobed to smooth-edged. 

Berries & Flowers: Bright white 
berries, very small, hot pink 
flowers.

Interesting Facts
Also has been nicknamed “Corpse Berry” because it is poi-
sonous to people.

A variety of other animals can eat the berries, and 
hummingbirds visit their flowers.
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Leaves: Soft leaves look 
similar to a Maple leaf. 

Berries & Flowers: 
Red berries that look 
like raspberries. White 
“crinkly” flowers, similar 
to strawberries

Identification
Interesting Facts
Has earned the unof-
ficial nickname “Na-
ture’s Toilet Paper” as 
it’s leaves are big and 
often fuzzy-soft. 

Thimbleberries are 
edible!

Rubus parvif lorusRubus parvif lorus
(ROO-bus par-vi-FLO-rus)(ROO-bus par-vi-FLO-rus)

Thimbleberry
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Ground Plants

Leaves: Three heart-
shaped leaves (each 2 cm 
wide) attach to a single 
stem (5-15 cm tall).

Flowers: White-pink 
flowers, five petals, at-
tached to a separate stem.

Identification

Oxalis oreganaOxalis oregana
(ox-AL-is or-eg-AH-na)(ox-AL-is or-eg-AH-na)

Oregon Oxalis
Trillium ovatumTrillium ovatum
(TRIL-ee-um oh-VAY-tum)(TRIL-ee-um oh-VAY-tum)

Western Trillium

Leaves: Three leaves (5-7 
inches) grow atop a single 
long stem (12 inches). An ad-
ditional stem extends above 
the leaves (1-2 inches) to sup-
port the flower. 

Flowers: Three large petals 
(1-3 inches), bloom white and 
turn pink-reddish purple as 
they age through the season.

Identification

Sometimes called Sour 
Grass, edible but sour 
due to oxalic acid, and 
not healthy to eat in 
large quantities.

Photosynthesize at low 
light. When they’re 
in direct sunlight, the 
leaves fold down, when 
the shade returns, they 
open up.

Interesting Facts

The plant gains essential nutri-
ents through the flower stem, so 
if it is picked, it may take some 
years to recover. Don’t pick tril-
lium flowers! 

There are many similar trillium 
species that are threatened or en-
dangered in the US. Don’t pick 
trillium flowers!

Trilliums are in the lily family. 

Interesting Facts
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General: Can appear as a small shrub or a climbing vine. 

Leaves: Compound with 3-5 lobed leaflets, deciduous, new 
leaves in spring are bright green and turn darker and then red in 
late summer-autumn.

Identification

Toxicodendron diversilobumToxicodendron diversilobum
(tox-e-oh-DEN-dren dy-ver-sih-LO-bum)(tox-e-oh-DEN-dren dy-ver-sih-LO-bum)

Pacific Poison Oak

It is not a true “oak” but 
gets its name from its leaf 
shape. 

Contains Urushiol, which 
causes a severe painful, 
itchy rash on the skin. 

Interesting Facts

Taraxacum officinaleTaraxacum officinale
(tahr-AX-a-kum of-ISH-in-al-le)(tahr-AX-a-kum of-ISH-in-al-le)

Common Dandelion

Originally from Europe and was 
introduced to America as a food 
crop. It has now spread to all 50 
states, and is often considered a weed.

The pollen can be important to bees 
in areas without a variety of plants.

Edible (if grown without pesticides) and makes a great tea or salad.

Interesting Facts

General: They are common in this 
temperate region, and can grow just 
about anywhere there’s damp soil.

Leaves and Flowers: 
stems range anywhere 
from 2 inches - 2 feet 
tall.

Seeds: Well known for 
its yellow flower heads 
that turn into round 
balls of silver-tufted 
seeds that disperse in 
the wind.

Identification
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Urtica dioicaUrtica dioica
(UR-tik-uh dy-OH-ic-uh)(UR-tik-uh dy-OH-ic-uh)

Stinging Nettle

General: Single square 
stem (3-7 ft tall in sum-
mer), dies to the ground 
in winter.

Leaves: Serrated, 
alternating pairs growing 
opposite each other 
(2-6 inches).

Defense: Tiny “hairs” 
cover the leaves and 
stem. When touched, they 
break and release multiple 
chemicals (including his-
tamine) that cause a 
stinging sensation.

Identification

When nettles are harvest-
ed properly (soaked/boiled) 
they can be used for many 
things. They are even edible!

Interesting Facts
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Moss and Lichen
Neighbors, Not Related!

 Mosses are small, non-vas-
cular, flowerless plants that typi-
cally form dense green clumps or 
mats, often in damp or shady loca-
tions. Moss leaves are very simple 
and are usually only one cell thick. 
The leaves absorb water and carry 
out photosynthesis to create fuel for 
growing. Instead of seeds, moss-
es reproduce by way of dustlike 
spores. From a distance you may 

just see moss as a monotonous carpet of green growing on trees and 
rocks and everything damp, but look close. There are approximately 
12,000 different species of moss in the world! 

 Lichens are not 
a plant or a fungus, they 
are both!  A lichen is a 
unique organism that’s 
formed by algae living 
among filaments of fungi 
in a mutually beneficial 
relationship. The algae 
perform photosynthesis 
while the fungi absorb 
water and nutrients. More 
discoveries are still being 

Types of Lichen

Fructiose Squamulose

Foliose Crustose

made about lichens, but we know that certain kinds of bacteria 
can also help along the way. Now that’s Symbiosis! A lichen can 
reproduce by basically dispersing small parts of itself, which will 
land and grow somewhere new. Lichens can come in a variety of 
shapes, sizes, and colors, though the most common tend to be very 
pale green or white on the surface and firmer to the touch than 
moss.
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 There are so many kinds of hard-working fungi in nature! A 
primary function of fungi is as a decomposer. Decomposers break 
matter down into simpler parts making it usable for other living 
things. Fungi are usually classified in four divisions: the Chytridio-
mycota (chytrids), Zygomycota (bread molds), Ascomycota (yeasts 
and sac fungi), and the Basidiomycota (club fungi). The Club Fun-
gi include everybody’s favorite fungi, the mushrooms! 

Fungi
With a Focus on Mushrooms

Honey Mushroom

 Both moss and lichen can be found in the same habitats all 
over Oregon. They both often grow on the surfaces of trees and 
rocks, though lichen can be found in a wider range of climates. 
People often wonder if mosses and lichens are parasites (harm/con-
sume their host), but they are what’s called epiphytes, which just 
use their host for the space and get nutrients on their own. Since 
they both get their nutrients and water from the air, instead of the 
soil, being up off the ground can give them better access to what 
they need. They are often found side-by-side. Mosses and lichens 
get along with their hosts and are great neighbors in nature!
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 Mushrooms, as we see them above ground, are actually just 
the fruiting body of the fungus. The rest of the fungus is growing 
below ground in the form of white hairlike structures called my-
celia. The best season for hunting most wild mushrooms is fall 
when the rain comes to stimulate the mycelia into growing its fruit. 
Every mushroom has some things in common including: a stem/
stalk, the cap, and the area underneath the cap (where the spores 
are produced), which can have gills, pores, teeth, veins, tubes, or 
something else entirely. Looking closely at these parts of the mush-
room can help you identify them in the wild. You can even make 
spore prints on paper to help you learn more.  

 ATTENTION! Some wild mushrooms are tasty, and some 
are poisonous. Never eat wild mushrooms without an adult who is 
absolutely confident in mushroom identification! We recommend 
using more detailed guide books if you want to go foraging for 
edible things in the forest.

Shelf Mushroom - 
ex. Turkey Tail

Cap Mushroom - 
ex. Fly Amanita

Tooth Mushroom -
ex. Board’s Head

Puffball Fungus -
ex. Earth Star
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Urban Wildlife

Corvus brachyrhynchosCorvus brachyrhynchos
(KOR-vus brak-ee-RING-kos)(KOR-vus brak-ee-RING-kos)

American Crow

Identification

Members of the corvid family, like Steller’s Jays and Ravens, 
are very intelligent due to their brain to body size ratio.

Interesting Facts

Black, iridescent feathers.

From beak to tail, mea-
sures 16–20 in., almost 
half of which is tail.

Makes a “caw” sound, but 
can also mimic a wide va-
riety of noises, including 
other bird calls.

Identification

Blue body feathers and a black head.

They are roughly 11.5 in. long. 

Diverse range of calls, often mimics 
other birds.

A bold species, it’s 
often found in parks, 
campgrounds, and bird 
feeders.

They are omnivores!

It’s a member of the 
corvid family, the 
same as crows and 
ravens. 

They are the only 
“crested” jay west of 
the Rockies.

Interesting Facts

Cyanocitta stelleriCyanocitta stelleri
(sy-an-oh-SIT-uh STEL-er-ee)(sy-an-oh-SIT-uh STEL-er-ee)

Steller's Jay
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Body length and wing-
span 4-5 in.

It has an iridescent 
bronze-green back, a 
pale grey chest and 
belly, and green flanks. 
Crimson Red throats 
(best seen in the sun-
light). Males have more 
bold colors and also 
have a crimson crown.

Identification

Corvus brachyrhynchosCorvus brachyrhynchos
(KOR-vus brak-ee-RING-kos)(KOR-vus brak-ee-RING-kos)

Anna's Hummingbird

Interesting Facts

Feed on insects and nectar - 
pollinating plants as they go!

Largest hummingbird in 
Oregon.

The species you’re most 
likely to see in Oregon during 
winter as hummingbirds are 
migratory.

Anna’s hummingbirds used 
to only be found in 
California, but as decorative 
plants, and feeders became 
common up north, their range 
expanded.
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Cyanocitta stelleriCyanocitta stelleri
(sy-an-oh-SIT-uh STEL-er-ee)(sy-an-oh-SIT-uh STEL-er-ee)

Coyote

Primarily nocturnal. 
Runs with tail pointing 
down. 15-45 lbs.

Gray to reddish-gray in 
color. Often with light-
er color on the throat, 
chest, and belly. Tail 
bushy with black fur on 
the tip.

Yips, yaps, and barks. 
Howls rising and 
falling in pitch.

Identification

In the canine family.

Live in dens. They mate for 
life.

Live 6 to 8 years in the wild.

Mostly crepuscular (most 
active at dusk and dawn), but 
some have developed more 
nocturnal behaviors (likely to 
avoid humans).

Interesting Facts
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Castor canadensisCastor canadensis
(KAS-tor can-uh-den-E-sis)(KAS-tor can-uh-den-E-sis)

American Beaver

Compact body with dark 
brown fur. Distinct leath-
ery, paddle-shaped tail. 
Small ears and eyes.

Sometimes confused with 
the invasive Nutria which 
looks similar, but without 
the large, flat tail. 

Identification

They can stay underwater for up to 15 minutes!

Their back paws are webbed (for swimming), but their front 
paws are not (for building).

Beavers were almost hunted to extinction for their fur 200 
years ago.

They are known as a “keystone species” in their natural habi-
tat. As they build their dams, they can change an entire stream 
landscape into a pond ecosystem.

Most active in the evening. You might hear them before you 
see them. 

This species is the largest 
rodent in North America, 
they often weigh more than 
55lbs. 

The official Oregon state 
mammal. It’s featured on our 
flag!

They slap their tail on the 
surface of the water as a 
warning. 

Interesting Facts
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About the size of 
a house cat with a 
pointed head. 

Black fur with a 
distinct white stripe 
that diverges and 
reconnects, down the 
head, back, and tail. 
Fluffy, fuller tail. 

Found all over 
Oregon (except 
higher elevations).

Identification

Skunks are usually nocturnal.

Skunks are able to spray pungent odor thanks to glands by 
their tail.

They are generally docile unless infected with rabies or 
defending their young. A skunk will usually give a warning 
stamp of it’s feet before it sprays, because it is its only de-
fense and takes several days to spray again.

Interesting Facts

Mephitis mephitisMephitis mephitis
(MEF-it-iss MEF-it-iss)(MEF-it-iss MEF-it-iss)

Striped Skunk
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Primarily gray, with notable white face and black  “mask” 
over the eyes,  and black rings along its tail.

Extremely dexterous front paws.

Weighs anywhere from 10-30 lbs.

Indentification

Typically nocturnal 

Known to be very intelligent and adaptable. 

They are omnivores and are attracted to the easy access of 
food found in trash cans and left-out pet food. 

They are often observed “dousing” their food in water, but 
the reason why they do this is still up for debate among hu-
mans who study them. 

Interesting Facts

Procyon lotorProcyon lotor
(PRO-si-on LOW-tor)(PRO-si-on LOW-tor)

Raccoon
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About 2 in. long with a 9 in. 
wingspan. 

They come in various shades 
of brown and have glossy fur 
and big feet.

They live in colonies of up to 
hundreds of bats. 

It’s common to find bats in 
attics and buildings in the 
summer.  

Identification
Bats eat mosquitos and 
other insects, and are 
harmless to humans. 

Bats are the only mam-
mals that can fly.

Never disturb hibernating 
bats; it uses their winter 
energy stores and can 
cause them to starve.

Interesting Facts

Myotis lucifugusMyotis lucifugus
(my-OH-tis loo-SIF-uh-gus)(my-OH-tis loo-SIF-uh-gus)

Little Brown Bat
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Newts are in the salamander 
family. These newts have a 
rougher skin and a flat (in-
stead of round) tail. 

Grows up to 8 in. long. 

Dark gray to reddish brown 
color with an orange under-
belly and a grainy looking 
skin.

Can be found in moist spots 
like piles of leaves, rotting 
bark, mossy crevices, and the 
edges of water (like pools, 
lakes, and streams).

Identification
They produce neurotoxin 
that causes paralysis and 
death if eaten (even hu-
mans). There is no known 
antidote.

If you touch this newt, 
wash your hands right 
away to prevent possible 
irritation to skin and eyes.

They are fragile, so it’s 
best not to handle them. 

Common Garter Snakes 
are toxin-resistant, and are 
the only known animals 
today that can eat a rough 
skin newt and survive!

Interesting Facts
Taricha granulosaTaricha granulosa
(TAR-ih-kah gran-u-LOW-(TAR-ih-kah gran-u-LOW-suh)suh)

Rough-skinned Newt
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Oncorhynchus kisutchOncorhynchus kisutch
((on-kor-INK-us KEE-sutch)on-kor-INK-us KEE-sutch)

Coho Salmon

Also known as King Salmon.
Largest of the pacific salmon.
Usually 10 - 35 lbs.
The largest ever recorded 
Chinook Salmon was 126 
lbs!
Oregon’s state fish.

Oncorhynchus tshawytschaOncorhynchus tshawytscha
(on-kor-INK-us chaw-e-SY-ka)(on-kor-INK-us chaw-e-SY-ka)

Chinook SalmonInteresting Facts

Coho salmon are also called 
Silver salmon or Silvers.

Spend an average of 18 
months in freshwater and 18 
months in the ocean.

Average about 8 lbs, but can 
grow as large as 30lbs.

Interesting Facts

Oncorhynchus ketaOncorhynchus keta
((on-kor-INK-us KEE-tuh)on-kor-INK-us KEE-tuh)

Chum SalmonAlso known as the Dog 
salmon and Keta salmon.

Spend 3-5 years in the ocean.

The Lower Columbia River 
Chum Salmon were listed as 
threatened under the Endan-
gered Species Act in 1999.

Interesting Facts

Sockeye Salmon
Interesting Facts

Oncorhynchus nerkaOncorhynchus nerka
((on-kor-INK-us NERK-uh)on-kor-INK-us NERK-uh)

Average 6-8 lbs.

One group travels from the 
Pacific Ocean, up the Columbia 
and Snake Rivers, and to a Lake 
in Idaho called Redfish Lake. 
The journey is 897 miles long 
with 6,500 feet of elevation gain!

These salmon spend 3-7 years at sea before returning to their natal 
streams

Average 6-8 lbs.

Kokanee salmon are landlocked sockeye salmon that never leave 
fresh water. 41



Pink Salmon
Interesting FactsOncorhynchus gorbuschaOncorhynchus gorbuscha

((on-kor-INK-us on-kor-INK-us 
gor-BOOSH-uh)gor-BOOSH-uh)

Smallest of the pacific salmon. 
Average 3.5-5 lbs.

Most abundant of the Pacific 
Salmon, but least often caught 
in Oregon - they can only be 
found sporadically in the 
Columbia River Basin.

Compared to other salmon, they do not swim as far up-
stream to spawn - they stay closer to the ocean. This also 
makes them particularly vulnerable to stream bed distur-
bances by people. 

Pinks prefer colder waters, so they typically range from the 
Puget Sound in Washington up into Alaska. 
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